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CHAIN REACTION 
 

NEWSLETTER MAY 2023 
 

VIC CEDAR 
Last weekend 9 intrepid dancers  (plus Barry 
who just went along for another holiday) set off 
to Lane Ends in Buckinghamshire for a C1 / C2 
weekend called by Vic Cedar from the USA. 
We were all a bit apprehensive but so was 
everyone else. Our abilities were definitely 
stretched - but in a kind way and amongst the 
chaos there was much laughter - we were 
certainly not the only ones confused at times. 
Between the afternoon and evening sessions 
we all went out for a meal in the village pub 
arranged by Barbara. It was a very enjoyable 
weekend, we danced a lot, learned a lot and 
laughed a lot and it was also nice to catch up 
with people we hadn’t seen for a while. If 
anyone is interested in learning the C 
programme please speak to one of the 
committee. 
The next Lane End weekend is in October. 
 Val 
 
Club night –  Below – Everyone has a helping 
hand. 
 

 
 

CHORLEY THEATRE VISIT April 2023  
A group of us from Chain Reaction arranged 
to visit Chorley Theatre for the humorous 
production of the play “Waiting for Gateaux“.   
One of the stars was our very own beloved 
member David Walker, as the main male Diva 
along with four disturbed women as co-stars.  
It was about a completely dysfunctional 
slimming club (where the First Aid box was full 
of emergency Kit Kats).  If I say that David was 

the most sensible of the cast you can imagine 
the bad behaviour of his lady co-stars.  There 
was a life-size cardboard cut-out of David 
(Donald) as he appeared 10 years previously, 
25 stone and a 50-inch waist. How he's 
changed, but not necessarily for the better.  I 
would have liked to obtain this portrait for the 
club but no luck.  (David sent the photograph 
below from the theatre’s own file.) The play 
concluded with a magical dance routine where 
Donald (David’s character) appeared to be 
having a sexual liaison with a large orange 
plastic exercise ball.  This scarred some of us 
for several days afterwards. 
  

 
 
HUMBUG 
As we all know, Brian dislikes 
celebrations so he thought he 
had kept it quiet that it was his 
birthday the day we went to 
see David's play. We all met 
for a meal before the play and 
unknown to him Di sneaked in 
a little birthday cake and 
candles which the staff 
brought out whilst he endured 
our rousing rendition of 
Happy Birthday. Not sure if he 
has recovered from the ordeal yet!!! 

 
The play was “Waiting for Gateau” and it was 
hilarious. It was about a slimming club most of 
whom were grossly overweight, the only 
person having lost any weight was the part 
played by David.  He started off looking well-
padded and purportedly lost 12 stone.  
 
Thanks to Di for organising the pre theatre 
meal at a local Italian restaurant and the block 
booking of the theatre tickets.  Our Californian 
visitor, Robin, was impressed by it all but 
admitted, some of the finer points were lost on 
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her.  And another big thank you to Robin, our 
Californian ZOOM friend, who paid for all our 
meals at the Italian as a gesture of 
Anglo/American friendship.   Brian H 
  
VISITOR 
Last Sunday we had a visit from Robin from 
California.  She had learnt A2 from Di through 
the zoom sessions and was currently staying 
with Di and Terry and being taken to dances 
all over the country.  She wanted a photograph 
of us all together with her and the club banner 
to send home to California, so here we all are. 
 

 
 

Val provided lovely cakes (choice of chocolate 
or lemon) all very well received.  Thank you.  
 
THE KING AND I 
I hope you have got your 2024 diaries 
ready????  
I am planning on going to see the King and I at 
the Dominion, Tottenham Court Road, on 
Tuesday 13th February 2024 at 19.30.  It is a 
6 weeks limited season run and tickets are 
£39.50 in the Upper Circle. 
Let me know if you would like to join me.  B x 
Barbara Scott,  +44 7985 644335 
 
SAD NEWS of the death of 
James Wyatt 
We were all saddened to hear 
of James’s death but are 
delighted to have such happy 
memories of dancing to him 
over many years, and 
especially at Hemsby each 
Easter.   
 

This photograph was taken when James 
called at Lune Valley and Chain Reaction joint 
dance for their 22nd and 15th Birthdays. 
 

 
 

Our thoughts and best wishes go to Brenda 
and their family at this difficult time. 

 
A TRIBUTE TO JAMES from the club 
I’m sure many members of Chain Reaction will 
be saddened by the news of James’ Wyatt’s 
untimely death.  As a caller, he was 
exceptional: he produced challenging and 
enjoyable choreography, gave concise 
guidance if dancers were struggling, and went 
out of his way to ensure that everyone enjoyed 
dancing.  His wonderful sense of humour and 
wit invariably lifted everyone’s spirits in the 
dance halls, and those of us lucky enough to 
dance to him will remember his sessions being 
filled with laughter and camaraderie.  It was a 
privilege to dance to his calling, and his death 
is a huge loss to the square-dancing world.   
Our thoughts are with his family. 
 
Val is sending condolences to Brenda and 
their family from all the club. 
 

May 2023 is going to be full of Bank Holidays: 
the first and last Mondays of the month as 
usual, and an extra one for the coronation of 
Charles III, so enjoy yourselves whatever you 
plan to do. 
 


